304                                     THE FAMINE

dignitate," as was sometimes said. Here, after some difficult
voyages and occasional bad weather, I had at last got into
harbour, and could, if I wished, take a good long rest with
ample leisure to refit. In fact, when, just before my retire-
ment, one of the Commissioners of Division, who wished
to succeed me, wrote for my advice as to his applying for
the appointment, I told him, after warning him that there
was little scope for ability such as was to be found in the ad-
ministrative command of a Commissioner, that yet the post
offered this advantage, that here a man towards the close
of his service might make for himself a comfortable and
quiet haven for his later years in India. The intelligent
native clerk, not finding my writing very distinct, and hav-
ing his own thoughts perhaps running on what he would
like to arrange for himself under similar circumstances,
copied my words of advice thus: " Here a man towards
the close of his service might make for himself a comfort-
able and quiet HAREM for his later years in India."

And though at first I made a good deal of work for myself,
the appointment was one of the greatest comfort, and allowed
of my devoting much of my time to a number of interesting
subjects, for which the overworked district officials .have
absolutely no leisure.

To most of my readers the name of the Indian Opium
Department will convey no information. It seems necessary
then to explain that the Indian Government draw from opium
a revenue of about four millions sterling. As to the merits
of this source of revenue it is not my intention to enlarge.
A Commission was sent out to India in 1893 to examine the
whole question, and in their report will be found all the in-
formation that the most exacting inquirer can demand. The
chief sources of supply were, and still are, the Behar districts
of Bengal, and the southern and eastern districts of the
North-Western, now termed the United Provinces. Under
'.the Act pertaining to the subject, no one could grow the
without a licence from Government. And all
the plant so grown had to be delivered over